DISCIPLESHIP: BEGINNINGS!

REDEMPTION!
Redemption is another one of those words not in common usage today; about its only every-day use would be in pawnshops.  When someone pawns an article, he can go back later and REDEEM it at a price set by the pawnbroker.  This action of buying back is what the Word of God calls "Redemption".
When we’re honest with ourselves, and stop trying to be ‘positive’ in our thinking, refusing to see all that’s wrong in us, then, and then only will we be able to see the truth of Eph.2:1-3, and realise that all of us are, or were, once walking in the passions, or lusts, of our flesh.  Those lusts being, among many other things, sex outside of marriage, covetousness, ill-will, jealousy, envy and party spirit, i.e. exclusiveness, causing us to see ourselves, or our group, as somehow better than the rest of God’s people, and this usually because of the supposed purity of our doctrines. (Gal.5:19-21)
So much of this vanity can be traced back to not fully appreciating our pre-redemption state.  Rom.7:14 tells us we were sold under sin, simply meaning we were slaves to sin.  We read again in Rom.7:18, what life would be like for us without the death of Jesus.  Rom.8:2 restates for us that it is only through Jesus Christ that we are now free.  So tell me, what possible reason can we have for thinking ourselves better than others, when the Word clearly tells us we “must consider others as better than ourselves?” (Phil.2:3) Since when did our position with God come to depend on our doctrines, i.e. what we believe, rather than who we believe? (2Tim.1:12)
Clearly, the chief consequence of our slavery to the lusts and passions of our former life was death to God. (Rom.6:20-21)  But now, because we’ve been redeemed, bought back by God, our position has changed completely.  We are now very much alive to him.  (Rom.8:1-4)
The fact that we are no longer slaves to the sinful lusts and passions of our old nature doesn’t mean we have a free ride home.  God now expects us to yield ourselves to him completely, walking in this new life which he has made so freely available to us; no longer letting sin rule in our lives, but instead yielding the members of our bodies to righteousness, i.e. walking in the Royal Law, the law of love (Jas.2:8); always remembering that this walk has nothing to do with acquiring salvation, or redemption, but everything to do with the loving obedience which God absolutely requires of his children. (Rom.6:3-14, & 22-25, Gal.3:10-14)
This was his purpose in redeeming us through Jesus Christ in the first place; we bearing fruit for him in his vineyard. (Rom.7:4, Jh.l5:8, 1Cor.6:19-20)
We must personally remember, and never forget, that we were delivered from the dominion, the rule, of darkness, and transferred to the kingdom of God’s beloved Son, Jesus Christ; and that this was accomplished by the shedding of his blood, and by no other means.  (Col.1:13-14)
Remember, among many other things, he has redeemed our lives from the Pit of Hell, he has healed all our diseases; obviously, in the Word, that’s much more importantly, spiritual diseases, not just physical ones; although, of course, he sometimes does that also. (See 1Tim.5:23, among many other instances.)  He has forgiven us all our sins; he crowns us with steadfast love and mercy, and on and on. (Ps.l03:2-5, 1Jh.l:6-10)
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